
 

 

NEOS partners with KKR and Schroders to support Dutch and German direct lending 
 
ROTTERDAM, 14 August - NEOS, a leading innovator in direct lending, today announced the successful 
closing of a targeted €1bn Dutch Growth Joint Venture (JV), focused on providing senior loans to small 
and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in the Netherlands and Germany.  
 
Global investment firm KKR is the principal investor in the JV. Also investing is Schroders, the global 
asset management company and strategic shareholder in NEOS. The JV will support a diverse universe of 
Dutch and German businesses, helping their development and growth objectives by providing alternative 
and flexible financing.  
 
The €1bn target JV is the largest private SME lending program in Europe, exceeding the size of NEOS’ 
predecessor funds, which enjoyed capital commitments from two Dutch pension funds.  
 
This latest JV will look to take advantage of attractive fundamentals and significant demand for private 
debt among SMEs in the Netherlands and Germany, drawing on NEOS’ leading platform and local market 
knowledge, and adding KKR and Schroders’ global investment expertise.  
 
“The lending program focuses on growing companies that have demonstrated excellence in their respective 
areas of expertise. The lending program enables NEOS to be even more responsive to the vastly growing 
finance needs of the business community and will be instrumental in us expanding our product and regional 
scope,” said Quirijn Haak, CEO at NEOS Direct Lending.  
 
“SMEs are the backbone of the European economy. As a disciplined and long-term investor, we see a great 
deal of opportunity in providing capital to this space, especially in the Netherlands and Germany” said 
Daniel Pietrzak, Member of KKR.  
 
“SMEs in Europe are increasingly looking to obtain debt financing from non-bank lenders. In parallel, 
sophisticated institutional investors are becoming more familiar with the concept of providing growth 
financing to SMEs in return for higher yields than are available in public markets. We are excited at the 
prospect of matching the needs of our institutional clients and by having recently increased our 
shareholding in NEOS to 49% as part of our private markets initiative,” said Alan Cauberghs, Head of 
Private Assets at Schroders. 
 
KKR’s investment was made from credit funds managed by KKR.  
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About NEOS Direct Lending  
Since its foundation in 2012, NEOS has proven to be an innovative financing partner to many companies 
over the last few years. NEOS has empowered over 130 businesses, and we happily saw them standing out 
and achieving their goals. We believe in winners in every sector, and whether driving innovation, growth, 
acquisitions or mergers, we have the right solution tailored to your needs. Our team consists of a seasoned 
group of driven professionals with a wide variety of backgrounds.  

NEOS is well positioned to become a force in the transforming business loan industry working closely with 
its vastly expanding European sourcing network.  
 
Schroders plc 
As a global investment manager, we help institutions, intermediaries and individuals meet their goals, fulfil 
their ambitions, and prepare for the future. But as the world changes, so do our clients’ needs. That’s why 
we have a long history of adapting to suit the times and keeping our focus on what matters most to our 
clients. 
 
Doing this takes experience and expertise. We bring together people and data to spot the trends that will 
shape the future. This provides a unique perspective which allows us to always invest with conviction. We 
are responsible for £449.4 billion (€508.2 billion/$593.3 billion)* of assets for our clients who trust us to 
deliver sustainable returns. We remain determined to build future prosperity for them, and for all of society. 
Today, we have 4,600 people across six continents who focus on doing just this. 
 
We are a global business that’s managed locally. This allows us to always keep our clients’ needs at the 
heart of everything we do. For over 200 years and more than seven generations we’ve grown and 
developed our expertise in tandem with our clients’ needs and interests. Further information about 
Schroders can be found at www.schroders.com. 
 
*as at 30 June 2018. 
 
About KKR 
KKR is a leading global investment firm that manages multiple alternative asset classes, including private 
equity, energy, infrastructure, real estate and credit, with strategic manager partnerships that manage hedge 
funds. KKR aims to generate attractive investment returns for its fund investors by following a patient and 
disciplined investment approach, employing world-class people, and driving growth and value creation 
with KKR portfolio companies. KKR invests its own capital alongside the capital it manages for fund 
investors and provides financing solutions and investment opportunities through its capital markets 
business. References to KKR's investments may include the activities of its sponsored funds. For additional 
information about KKR & Co. Inc. (NYSE:KKR), please visit KKR's website at www.kkr.com and on 
Twitter @KKR_Co. 


